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For immediate release 
40 years of women’s education and social action 
Montréal, August 16, 2006 – The Association féminine d’éducation et d’action sociale (Afeas, Women’s Association for Education and Social Action) will be holding its 40th annual provincial convention August 17 to 19, 2006, at the Sheraton Laval. The Association, which has more than 13,000 members in twelve regions across Québec, will be celebrating its 40th anniversary. The convention will decide the Association’s major goals and strategy in the years ahead. For the second consecutive year, close to fifty stands with craft products, farm products and services for women will be open to the public.
Afeas practices “egalitarian social feminism”. Its goal is for women to be recognized as full individuals before the law, and for all laws and codes that maintain persisting inequalities between men and women in our society to be changed. 

Though the condition of women has changed a great deal since Afeas was founded in 1966, its current demands demonstrate that, even in 2006, concrete action can be taken to give women more autonomy and freedom in our society.
For example, since 2004, Afeas has been working to expand the new Québec Parental Insurance Plan to include benefits for mothers and fathers who are currently excluded from the plan because their income in the year preceding the birth or adoption of a child was less than $2000 or nil. Afeas is also demanding a benefit for caregivers who temporarily leave the labour market to care for an elderly or handicapped loved one who is sick. These are key demands in Afeas’ work to obtain recognition for unpaid or “invisible” work in the home.
Since its founding, Afeas has helped to improve the living and working conditions of women, addressing such issues as violence, unpaid work, access to healthcare, old age security, family law and divorce, and the status of women collaborators. Here are two examples of the organization’s achievements: In the late 1990s, Afeas demanded and obtained the withdrawal of a federal government bill for Old Age Security reform that would have deprived thousands of women of their old age security pensions. In the mid 1980s, Afeas actively participated in the reform of the Québec Civil Code, in particular the provisions for protection of the family home and creation of a family patrimony.
*The media are also invited to attend convention activities, which will take place from August 17 to 19. For more information about the convention program and the opening hours of the stands, please consult the program on the Afeas website at: http://www.afeas.qc.ca
Afeas

Afeas was founded in 1966 with the goal of bringing together Québec women interested in promoting women and improving society. Through education, Afeas hopes to get individuals and the community to reflect on women’s rights and responsibilities. Afeas encourages its members to take concrete action in their communities for social change. Afeas also protects the interests of its members before decision-making bodies. (www.afeas.qc.ca)
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Note to editors: Mrs. Diane Brault, provincial president of the Afeas, and Mrs. Lise Ravary, honorary patron of the congress, are available for interviews.
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